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rnena   inextricably mixed   up with the   history of
religion.
Miracles (marvellous cures and misunderstood
nervous and mental phenomena) were dethroned by
the savant in science and philosophy and attributed
to magnetism 200 years ago. Even where similar
phenomena occur, and are admitted, magnetism—Dia
or Zoo—is totally denied by the savants in the present
day, at home or abroad, and "the effects attributed
to Animal Magnetism in the past are now produced
by "Neuro-Hypnotism," "reflex action of the cerebral
nerves," "cutaneous irritations," "expectancy,"
"suggestion," "credulity," "imagination," "stupidity,"
and other infinite "isms" appertaining to the nomen-
clature of modern science. ANIMAL MAGNETISM,
it is assured, is a psychological, mathematical point,
without form and void, having a location only in the
superstitions of the ignorant.
MESMERISM SUBSEQUENT TO MESMER.
DR. ANTHONY MESMER was born on 5th May,
1734, in a small town called Stein, on the bank of
the Rhine. This celebrated man studied medicine,
and obtained the degree of doctor at Vienna under
Professor Van Swieten and Haen, and became
acquainted with the virtues of animal magnetism by
seeing the wonderful cures performed by a Father
Hehl, a Jesuit priest. About 1750 this young doctor
commenced to investigate the matter for himself;
and, having satisfied himself of the reality of the cures
made, he commenced a series of independent experi-
ments. Father HehTs cures were supposed to be pro-
duced by the subtle influence, or fluid of magnetism,
which was imparted to patients from steel plates and
magnets prepared and used for the purpose. One
day Mesmer, having bled a patient, accidentiy passed
his hand over the cicatrix, or lance puncture, and
observed that his hand produced the exact results
which had hitherto been produced by the magnets.
Mesmer, from the nature of Ms inaugural thesis.
"On the Influence of the Planets of the Human

